Muriel Spark

Authors’ Ghosts

[ think that authors’ ghosts creep back
Nightly to haunt the sleeping shelves

d the books they wrote.
:‘I\'ll:(()is::'i rz‘mthors put final, semi-final touches,

Sometimes whole paragraphs.

-written, revised
Whole pages arc added, re-written, :
So dee[fly by night those authors employ
Themselves with those old books of theirs.

How otherwise
Explain the fact that maybe after years

Have passed, the reader |

Picks Il')lp the book — but was it like that?
I don’t remeber this...Where

Did this ending come from?

1 recall quite another.

Oh yes, it has been tampered with
No doubt about 1t
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Ne ricordavo un altro.
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& stato senza dubbio alterato,

7 _iaa . ~vey Ao "..-"-. e .
Lo stesso tocco cell autore, &

.
-l
—
)1

) . 1"

HOILn e DB
N R * 10 T1cans

.
- —

) - -
\ ' Y
[ g
LN

? ,\\._“. | ‘{‘

——— .
[ L —

- A < -
: . . P s A
- : : . ~ . - ‘ y :
or di pil, qualcosa manca,
- - . e L W AP RS 5 ot '-.-. a : - ) .
: | y ’ ). ! —
- 4 ' - i
= .. . r. - - - . - -y . ‘."‘: J»_ <
= A R » .‘ - 1 . ;..»| - v i
44 , 111 = . B o Bttt - x 2
« ) - - -




