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Right down to its basic elements, agricul-
ture in Basilicata is distinct from the rest of
the Mezzogiomo. Structural features
combine to form agricultural systems based
on the prevalence of medium-large farms. 60
These farms are more (Potenza) or less
(Matera) under pressure from microfarms.
The pulverised microfarms highlight the
strength of the larger farms on more fertile
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Fig. 1 Basilicata agricultural systems in 1970
MATERA 1982

and gently sloping land (province of
Matera), leaving the inner mountain
marginal areas to smaller farms (province
of Potenza) (see fig. 1).Whereas the

countryside in the surrounding regions is 02 | 25 520 2050  >50
organised by small and very small farms, in
Basilicata, nothing has dented the centufies MATERA}IS90

old practice of subdivided estates, that
spread uncontrasted from the lowland
band to the hill band, only leaving a few
mountain areas to medium size farms. The
phenomenon lives on despite the aged ori-
gins of local population and the scattering
of communities, despite the controversial
agrarian reform and despite the reclamation
projects at the beginning of the XX century.
The only evolutionary tendency of note in
the last few decades has been the growth
in the concentration of larger farms in
areas where natural conditions are more
suited to agricultural activity. From 1970 02 | 25 520 2050 >80
to 1990 at Matera, just as in many
provincial territories in northern Italy, the -
agricultural system based on medium-
large farms led to a form of polarisation,
with larger farms increasing their areas
even more and, the simultaneous pro-
liferation of farms in the smallest size
class (pulverisation) (see figs. 1 & 3).

In this context, where large farms dominate
the panorama, the three altimetric bands »
of regional territory (see fig. 2) trace the
progressive thinning of crop density. The
endeavours of farmers give way to the
difficult environmental conditions of the
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MATERA LOWLAND

percentage of cultivated area on the
coastal plains (high density) falls drasti-
cally on the steepest slopes (medium
density) and further, to decidedly lower
levels in the mountain band (inadequate
density) (see fig. 4).

Nevertheless, the presence of huge farms
in the area provides some relief to
agriculture that is marginal and under
threat and faces the challenge of the new
roles of providing services and promoting
natural and historical regional heritage.
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Basilicata agricultural systems
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VA %, less stable with the
SAm Ipassive deforesta-
" tion of the 1800s.
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_ww There is a prevalence

of open field seed
=== @rops, giving way to

wooded pasture land

on higher land. This
. higher ground is
connected to the
lowlands by a dense
Hetwork of tratturi
for the seasonal mi-
gration of herds of
sheep. Specialised
. cultivation takes
place on a limited
area. The vines on
the eastern slopes of
the Vulture volcanic

> picture is completed by the
[etaponto and the valleys of the
intensively, due to the presence
- and malarial plains that have

When Italy was unified, the gravity of the situation in rural
Mezzogiorno emerged. Firstly in the parliamentary enquiry in to
the living conditions of peasants (Jacini, Zanardelli, Giolitti), and
the speeches of Rossi Doria and elsewhere in the unforgettable
pages of Cristo si & fermato ad Eboli by Carlo Levi. The ensuing
debate, in Italy and abroad, led in 1952 to the first Matera law
(no. 619) and to the transfer of roughly the 15000 people (mainly
farmhands), living, some still today, in the Sassi cave dwellings
dug into the rock at the edge of the Matera trough. Between the
1950s and the 1980s there were major transformations of agri-
cultural countryside, mostly the result of interventions by the
Cassa per il Mezzogiorno, including reclamation, agrarian reform
(see fig. 7) and improved water supply. A series of dams was
built by the Ente Irrigazione (San Giuliano, Pertusillo, Gannano,
Rendina, Saetta, Montecotugno, etc.) (see figs. 8 & 10), that pro-
ceeded to construct an irrigation network that serves the entire
Metaponto, and large areas in the Agri, Basento, Bradano and
Ofanto valleys (see fig. 10). Other typical features of agricultural
countryside can be seen in areas where damage to the water table
is extensive and in the mountain band, where hydraulic projects
and reforestation are taking place. Rural areas are constantly
subject to population flows. Calculations show that today, 650000
Lucanians live outside the region, that is higher than the current
resident population. The constant deterioration of the inland belt
causes a decline in the sectorial and territorial operations of
traditional agricultural spaces in the least favourable environments.
Agricultural countryside shows signs of the neglect in part-time
agriculture, often practised by elderly farmers.

Sub-areas, produce and specialised cultivation.
A. RIGGIO

The breakdown of regional agricultural space must take account
of various geographical factors such as: environmental limitations;
the influence of varying pedological and altitudinal conditions;
population flows; the recent evolution of agricultural countryside
caused by the territorial distribution of state interventions;
structural and economic features and the variation in territorial
functioning in individual contexts (see figs. 1,2,3,4 & 10).

The irrigated area of the Piana del Metaponto and the areas in
valley bottoms combine to form the first agricultural region. A
collection of lowland areas with favourable natural conditions
and the positive effects of state intervention, both sectorial

‘ Fig. 12

Seed crops on clay
soil and deforested
land of the Avanfossa
Bradanica
(photo R.G. Maury)

Fig. 13 A

Brienza and low
mountain agricultural
landscape
(photo R.G. Maury)

4 Fig. 14

Example of erosion
caused by water run-off
at S. Maria d’ Anglona,
Matera
(photo R.G. Maury)

Fig. I5 ' I

Potenza: scattered
dwellings and new
university campus under
construction (to the fore
at the left) in the
agricultural outskirts of
Macchia Romana
(photo R.G. Maury)

(reclamation, agrarian reform, capital lending, irrigation
systems, regional experimental centres) and territorial (roads, ser-
vices, greater economic growth). The Jand is used prevalently for
fruit and vegetable growing (tomatoes, strawberries and citrus
fruit) (see fig. 9). Livestock farming takes place in the Valle
dell’ Agri. These agricultural systems are dominated by high
density medium-large farms. The highest levels of production
are on the Piana di Metaponto, that is fighting the incursion of
tourism and urbanisation.

The volcanic hill land of the Vulture. This is one of the most fertile
areas in Basilicata and devotes activity to production of the DOC
wine Aglianico, There is considerable bottling activity in the towns
of Rionero in Vulture, Barile, Venosa and Acerenza (see fig. 11).
The olive, which is the other largely cultivated species, and is
frequently grown in association with vines is helped by the
Consorzio Oleicolo del Vulture. This is a densely inhabited and
built-up zone with other countryside resources, cultural and
environmental heritage, mineral and thermal water. In this northermn

sector of the region rapid change is taking place due to the
construction of the Sata-Fiat factory, that employs 7000 and
other industries.

The inland hill area of the Avanfossa Bradanica. This is an
agricultural area, where, after massive deforestation, activity
concentrates almost entirely on traditional wheat growing,
revitalised by CAP funds (see fig. 12). The area excludes the
totally infertile run off troughs (see fig. 14). A few medium
size farms follow other activities such as cattle farming for
slaughter and pork farming. In the territory of Ferrandina,
olives are cultivated and produced for table consumption.
The limestone mountain and the high inland hills. The altitude and
the isolation due to the rugged morphology and the eternal shortage
of roads, greatly limit agricultural potential and territorial
functioning of this sub-region. The area is formed by the Lucan
Apennine and the stark Mount Pollino (the sub-area includes the
Valle del Noce and the Golfo di Policastro with its mountain
overlooking the sea at Maratea). The productive systems
concentrate on cereal cultivation and livestock farming. A good
part of rural space risks depopulation. Other important countryside
features include precious forest resources and collectively owned
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German agricultural surveys deserve specific attention. The
data gathered on the dimensions of farms should be read in
terms of underlying social and historical factors and not paying
attention to the criteria on which the survey is based. The
regional authorities differ depending on their belonging to
longstanding L#nder in the original German Federal Republic or
to the new Linder from the recently annexed German
Democratic Republic. The former reflect a farm structure
typical of the West and of its property markets, while the lat-

ter reflect the collective management of agricultural space.
The surveys of some Mediterranean states show an equally
paradoxical focus on the most productive farms, even where the
most widespread model of agricultural business is based on small
and microfarms. Greece and Turkey too (see fig. 13) exclude per-
manent pasture land and woods from the surveys carried out by
national statistical offices. The similarities end here however, and
the farm area surveyed in the two countries is calculated by differ-
ent means. Greece has established a minimum size for farms to be
included in the survey (stremma of 0.1 hectares), while in Turkey
every productive unit is included regardless of surface area.

4 Fig. 11

Regional agricultural
systems of
England and Wales
(da P. Falcioni, 1998)
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Fig. 12a, b
Regional agricultural
systems of
England and Wales
(da P. Falcioni, 1998)
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In every EU member state, the collection of data in terms of scale
of output appears to predominate over that of territorial
dimension. This is despite thé orientation of structural policy,
which over the last two decades, has called for the definition and
selection of rural areas to receive incentives and investment.

European agricultural systems

Specific individual interests and concerns have moved each
member state to adopt its own criteria for agricultural surveys.
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Narrow strips of
agricultural land with
rows of vines threatened
by erosion and the
expansion of tourism in
Cappadocia
(photo R. Maury)

A Fig. 14

Agricultural systems
of Turkey (source D.
Palumbo, A. Riggio, 1998)
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Even though the variety of criteria adopted means that the
structural characteristics must be interpreted with a degree of
elasticity, the data give us an image of the varying socio-econo-
mic notions of “land resources”, along with the importance of the
primary sector in every EU member state. Despite the incohe-
rencies, elaboration of the data on structural elements illustrate

Erzurum

Malatya {—/\ﬁ

certain individual elements of the agriculture in different states.
Compared to that in other states in the European Union, agricul-
ture in the United Kingdom is an emblematic case of primary
sector growth that has traditionally respected the dictates of
economic production. By the 1970s this growth was already so
advanced as to require transition to the post productive phase.
Starting in 1973, in the year when the UK joined the EU, critical
analysis of the traditional model was undertaken and by the
beginning of the 1990s gave rise to the Mac Sharry proposal for
incentives for set-aside that was accepted by Community policy.
From that moment on, British agriculture has distinguished
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