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Russegna Fralianadi Linguistica Applicata -1 5272010

AN INTR‘DUCTION TO LANGUAGE:
ASSESSMENT: ADOPTING, ADAPTING
AND DEVELOPING STRATEGIES

Jane Marz GHERGHETTA
Uiiversita. degli Studi-di Cassing,

“hie heert ofour instietion 35 the dediin
6 Hsipouilanguage’ studerits lean, and!

the heart of asss ntigthe need 16
detérming whei!ler our -students have
Jeamed”

DeboralJ. Short (1993:653)-

Abstraet

Allineare:le prove diverifica ai y arainetti edropet e al tempo: istesSo-aiu-
tare gli studenti ad adeguarsi-a:quei parametrL.e un hipegno c,mnpfesm
Oigsto  coritributo’ btende analizzard fe vdfie Stroregie

delingindo copme s: possono. mestere inprajicd e ‘
' te proficue. Lo .wzmppa delle e
del[a er ica computerizzata. Particol @
' z:ppare U approceio magr
zzonahz var;ﬁca

apre. I’ wdczgme alla valic
attenzioneviene dedicale
giomiente orientato allo studeitte, biléri
dell apprendmwnto con-un approceio olistico ai
dimernito” (Mdrgan 2’;_{26}8) St vonsidera qumci‘r Ia ding
ung verifici: “formativa” nell ‘ambite genemle ‘del processo: di. czpp _
mento; sidefinisce conte questo ppreteios sw eﬁ‘icace nel valutare.abilitt
et iz onamena ?mgmsucx. Sl
conclude quindi che la cmfmaone delle prove d B
i liseentie (JC&ZJ‘lfl, devona ogg: n:s;mnde;e
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Whit iy asséssment?

I b strmplest- formulation; assessient s the
proficiency; in‘other words, it formation
al of performance or achievernent and is.often ﬁquamd Wit e :
valuatmm Accordmg to Brwin( 915143, assessrment isthe procesq
: & des; gnmg, ‘collecting, analyzing;. interpreting,

! udents Jearning da%lmpmm . For:

i publicy setting appropiiate:
¢riterta and hig £ wality 1o determine how well per:
formiance midtct those exgaectahom and standards, and using the fesulting:
fnformation to document; explain and improve perfcarm*mw

935 congiders assessment centralto Janguage learn-

giye o thei lsaammg EG) d;amnse Ihe;r rseeci& for fm'
df:velopmcm and to:enable & planningof: eurricula, materials and achivitie

-kane—Dmk (2006:198), good fectibick pr ctitse doga thie

Y at,eood parform(mceis( pals, crit
e sitand reflection i learning,
_ t$ abont their icrﬂ iy,

- B _'rages 3t and self-esteem.

- Provides: oppar{um fostoclose the: gap between current il dagired
performance.

- Provides informiation s teachers that dan be: used 16 Relp shupe or better,
reshapé ieaching.

~ Assessment seen a8 a-mofe Tormal protess of rieasiremient can beé
referred to as formative or summative (Table ).
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Assessment Types Exainples-

smmmative assessment entry i ‘Placemient iests
traditional examinaiions

Tnfeérnafiohal certification

forrative assassment testsyguizzes; esvays
commpiiter-baséd e’
with:based tesis

-portfilios Tanguage portfdiio
e-portfolios
webfoliow

Yakile ¥

Formative asséssment.aims fo.assist the learning:process by provid-
ing the information needed to draw the leamer’s attention: to areas for
furﬂler study and the:efora fmprove futuire. perfonn:ance Sur ive:

RS e

i esp&m - charam,emsaz: whithiis. very ‘usefu fmrpeéawa}m{ ;mmusm
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purposes; however; they: should be considered primarily a t"
‘szmm a8 s%ment

pl;ter mdudm ‘navwatmndl‘-mld usability issues, monitor i’ﬁme]Uil()Il the
' the fext i lay : ;hc soieed; the amoum (sf qcroﬁmg

form of’ ev luation & Ean,vuag:e pE gramme & number of factors ate:
pvalizated other than featriar pmﬁcienay These may dnchude the effective-
siess-of parfieular: methods or materials, the fype dbd quality of discouise
actunlly produced during the cotifss, Teaneifteacher sidsfacion and tedich-
g cHectiveness.

(Cg;)mmon Europsan Fratework of Reference for Languages, Council-of.

A% d regily, Tanguape: sssessment can be further divided into the
follovwing: forms. of evalugtion: diagriostic, &'-hmVemé' oﬁmency
performance, progress-based. Pottfolios mndy dlsg be '

eie-portfolio, as a formof muoltimedia,
it of Tife Iong iaammg and as a method of" ,Lbsessment
It provades tha ett;dent wuh

'urposes. the Basic-co p

xs one Whe:rc lcmera cantmbute continiially to théir poﬁf@im thm g' ut
1E:ammu and draw on. 1t fm a&sassme‘nt i i’;‘ai‘ job interviews and for

i pee - he's Langliage

oliv, the ‘*Eum;aeem Language:

Y, which aims to motivaie: 1eamers by

atknewledwmg theiF efforts to-extend and. diversify. thely larignig

at varigus levels and also provide « record &f the Imcfmxur: sid] uuhurﬁl

skill Eeame::ﬁhave acqun‘ed

he p(}i‘tto o format, primerily intended -as a “linguistic. passport”

215 to reflect on progression and contributes 4 a building

Block in the devei@p ent of 4 blénded or iﬁtﬁgf&i&ﬂ Jform of agsessment.

Undoubtedly the efficacy and reliability of porifalios deserves Turther
study,
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Why assess?

A (AN wnt Is v central sompanent of tcachmﬂ dnd. léarnifig and.

'p‘i"oach h’%s, ay Its m«un iocux, [hc, mak~

4 ‘s&b’ie .:md ﬁhould dlm at mclkmo:
gti_;cr WOrds,, aasessm&m 5 m be.

Whiit to aspess?

Modern Society’s rapidly. changing nalure seems: to place more prmr»-
ny on \kﬂ}\ zmd abﬁmes ﬂmn orr factual Lnowledge In fact, tech" ol

5Is the oi:rjwuw Amwfmlge ) iizenlm? gmege o st‘udentx abilivy 1 uge it
[S the f oCus o reac;’wrrg o If)m'm;zg

Shonild the: ass e%m{ant 1 fmizmc {mtﬁwmimﬂ m'ﬁ:c:rml fmm vartau%
sources)?

Ty the assessment basedon xap
18 if better 16.m re astudent’s performuncein relationto other students:
{rori-referended) or against other principles {orierion-referenced)?
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