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bility of living only for ideas, of developing “an I.
Q. of over a thousand,” of becoming “alive.” He
is ready to be bought.

Analysis: This is a dystopian novel, one of
several fictional prophecies in which Hersey
explored what may happen if things go wrong.
Hersey had long criticised the lack of attention
given to intellectually gifted children, and The
Child Buyer engages the plausible, utopian ideal
of eliminating those parts of the educational Sys-
tem that hold back the brilliant child, of freeing
youthful intelligence to attain its true, higher
level. Many excellent utopian tales describe how
this goal can be achieved. In this case, however,
the end is overwhelmed by the means: freeing the
child to attain a higher level is achieved by a
brainwashing technique that strips away human-
ity and replaces it with something resembling a
machine’s intelligence that can solve incredibly
difficult problems. The fact that this inhuman
approach — people as mere statistics — matters so
little to all concerned is dystopian too.

Bibliography: A. Burton. “Existential Con-
ceptions in ... The Child Buyer.” Journal of Exis-
tential Psychiatry 2 (1961): 243-258. — D.
Sanders. John Hersey Revisited. Boston, 1991.
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CHTO DELAT’? (CHETVERTYJ SON VERY PAVLO VNY)
[WHAT 1S 70O BE DONE? — THE FOURTH DRrEAM oF
VERA PAVLOVNA]

Nikolaj Gavrilovich Chernyshevskij (1828-
1889, RUS)

Dates: A novel written and published in 1863
in Sovremennik (The Contemporary) 3,4and 5, a
review directed by N. A. Nekrasov. The work was
republished in 1905.

Summary: The social ideal of Chernyshevskij
finds its metaphorical expression in The Fourth
Dream of Vera Pavlovna. The description of a
future society appears to be the ultimate aim of the
social experiments described in this novel. This
society should be the positive result of such exper-
iments: a triumph of the Right cause. An enormous
building is surrounded by cultivated fields — which
offer bountiful harvests — citrus plantations and
woods. Outside the building is made of glass and
cast iron, while its interior is depicted as a real,
immense house encircled by that glass structure.,
The inside of the house is all made of a light but
strong aluminium “sooner or later aluminium was
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to substitute wood and stone” and it is inhabited by
men, women*, old people and children. Young
people are more numerous and old people are very
few because in this place it takes a very long time
to become old, and life is healthy and serene. In
the fields surrounding the buildings men and
women work singing happily together. Machines
controlled by men help them reap very quickly.
Everything is done with maximum ease: as the
machine advances, it follows the workers and pro-
tects them from the sun with a mobile fixture. Itis
children and old people who perform housework
activities. At the end of a working day people have
dinner all together in a big dining room and each
individual can have what he/she needs. Whoever
wants the best food can have it if prepared to pay.
All this happens in the warm and sunny seasons,
whereas during the cold seasons people move
towards warmer regions of their choice in the
South. Most people go towards the New Russia,
while others go to different countries where there
are similar crystal-made buildings covered with
white curtains. Each individual lives where and
how he/she prefers, but very few people actually
choose cities (99% live outside cities), with the
result that towns have decreased in number and
they are used simply as places to have social rela-
tions and where goods are cleared through Cus-
toms. Everywhere land has been reclaimed thanks
to the work of man and machines, and deserts do
not exist anymore. During the day people work, in
the evening they have fun going to dances and the-
atres and everywhere there is joy.

Analisys: N.G. Chernyshevskij was a literary
critic, theorist and polyglot, among the most dis-
tinguished of his time. In 1855 Russia underwent a
political and social change. Nicholas I succeeded
Alexander II while war was being waged in
Crimea. After the fall of Sebastopolis some special
reforms began to be implemented, namely censor-
ship and new social laws. Russian Democrats
expressed their ideas in literary and social reviews
such as Sovremennik (The Comcmporary), inter-
ested in economical and social issues (peasant
reform projects, the abolition of the serfdom), and
Russkoe Slovo (The Russian Word), directed by
Pisarev, which dealt with problems relating to indi-
vidual ethics. In 1861 Chernyshevskij constituted
a secret society in Petersburg and called it “Zem-
liya i Volya” (Land and Will). In 1862 The Con-
temporary was censored and in July of that same
year Chernyshevskij was imprisoned in the jail of
Peterpaul and condemned to death. The sentence
was later commuted to hard labour in Siberia. The
author stayed in Siberia for seven years and was
then exiled in Astrakhan. Only in 1888 was
Chernyshevskij given his freedom again but he
died soon after. His life was a long exile during
which he wrote continuously. Almost all his works
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