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With the Topic “New Research on Detection and Removal of Emerging Pollutants”
(https:/ /www.mdpi.com/topics/Emerging Pollutants) closed to new submissions, the
Editors would like to share some comments on it.

The journals involved in the Topic were Materials (with 23 papers finally published),
Processes (with 21 papers published), Sustainability (with 13 papers published), Applied
Sciences (with 7 papers published), and Toxics (with 2 papers finally published).

To date, with the Topic just closed for submissions, the most cited papers have received
22 citations [1], 21 citations [2], 15 citations [3], 10 citations [4], 9 citations [5,6], 8 citations [7],
7 citations [8,9], and 6 citations [10-12], while the other papers included in the Special Issue
received between 5 and 0 citations at the time of writing of this editorial piece.

Overall, the Editors think that the Topical Issue has provided very interesting and
high-quality contributions to the broad field of research on emerging pollutants. The
removal of emerging pollutants is a challenging topic that is receiving increasing attention
at the level of investigation and risk concern perceived by the society. In fact, improv-
ing the means for both quantification and removal of toxic substances is clearly rele-
vant in the current situation of environmental stress affecting the different environmental
compartments [13-17].

In addition, the Editors consider useful the experience of combining the five journals
involved in the Topic which promotes a wider diffusion of this Special Issue, covering a
broader spectrum of researchers and potential readers.

This field of research needs continuous and higher efforts, so it is expected that
additional issues and Topics focused on it will be developed in the coming future.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

Materials 2023, 16, 725. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/mal6020725

https:/ /www.mdpi.com/journal /materials


https://doi.org/10.3390/ma16020725
https://doi.org/10.3390/ma16020725
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/materials
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5373-1606
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8594-6732
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1656-7506
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1957-6731
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9043-3701
https://www.mdpi.com/topics/Emerging_Pollutants
https://doi.org/10.3390/ma16020725
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/materials
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/ma16020725?type=check_update&version=2

Materials 2023, 16, 725 20f2

References

1.  Pop, C.-E.; Draga, S.; Maciucd, R.; Nitd, R.; Craciun, N.; Wolff, R. Bisphenol a Effects in Aqueous Environment on Lemna minor.
Processes 2021, 9, 1512. [CrossRef]

2. Sui, X;; Wang, X;; Li, Y.; Ji, H. Remediation of Petroleum-Contaminated Soils with Microbial and Microbial Combined Methods:
Advances, Mechanisms, and Challenges. Sustainability 2021, 13, 9267. [CrossRef]

3. Alghamdi, WM.; El Mannoubi, I. Investigation of Seeds and Peels of Citrullus colocynthis as Efficient Natural Adsorbent for
Methylene Blue Dye. Processes 2021, 9, 1279. [CrossRef]

4. Xue, S.; Cao, S.; Huang, Z.; Yang, D.; Zhang, G. Improving Gas-Sensing Performance Based on MOS Nanomaterials: A Review.
Materials 2021, 14, 4263. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

5. Cui, Y;; Zhang, H.; Zhu, J.; Peng, L.; Duan, Z; Liu, T.; Zuo, J.; Xing, L.; Liao, Z.; Wang, S.; et al. Unstimulated Parotid Saliva Is a
Better Method for Blood Glucose Prediction. Appl. Sci. 2021, 11, 11367. [CrossRef]

6. Foday Jr, E.H.; Bo, B.; Xu, X. Removal of Toxic Heavy Metals from Contaminated Aqueous Solutions Using Seaweeds: A Review.
Sustainability 2021, 13, 12311. [CrossRef]

7. Gao, Y,; Huang, J.; Li, M,; Dai, Z.; Jiang, R.; Zhang, ]. Chemical Modification of Combusted Coal Gangue for U(VI) Adsorption:
Towards a Waste Control by Waste Strategy. Sustainability 2021, 13, 8421. [CrossRef]

8. Cardei, P; Nenciu, F; Ungureanu, N.; Pruteanu, M.A.; Vladut, V.; Cujbescu, D.; Gageanu, I; Cristea, O.D. Using Statistical Model-
ing for Assessing Lettuce Crops Contaminated with Zn, Correlating Plants Growth Characteristics with the Soil Contamination
Levels. Appl. Sci. 2021, 11, 8261. [CrossRef]

9.  Mao, Y,; Xiong, R.; Gao, X; Jiang, L.; Peng, Y.; Xue, Y. Analysis of the Status and Improvement of Microalgal Phosphorus Removal
from Municipal Wastewater. Processes 2021, 9, 1486. [CrossRef]

10. Huynh, A.T,; Chen, Y.-C.; Tran, B.N.T. A Small-Scale Study on Removal of Heavy Metals from Contaminated Water Using Water
Hyacinth. Processes 2021, 9, 1802. [CrossRef]

11.  Mansour, A.M.; Almutairi, A.; Alyami, S.; Obeidat, M.A.; Almkahles, D.; Sathik, J. A Unique Unified Wind Speed Approach to
Decision-Making for Dispersed Locations. Sustainability 2021, 13, 9340. [CrossRef]

12.  Cela-Dablanca, R.; Nebot, C.; Rodriguez Lépez, L.; Ferndandez-Calvifio, D.; Arias-Estévez, M.; Nufiez-Delgado, A.; Fernandez-
Sanjurjo, M.].; Alvarez-Rodriguez, E. Efficacy of Different Waste and By-Products from Forest and Food Industries in the
Removal/Retention of the Antibiotic Cefuroxime. Processes 2021, 9, 1151. [CrossRef]

13. Delgado, A.N. Our Environment: Everything Is Natural on Earth, but ... Editorial Piece on Current and Future Soil and
Environmental Research. Processes 2023, 11, 6. [CrossRef]

14. Wang, S.; Zhang, W.; Jia, F,; Fu, H.; Liu, T.; Zhang, X; Liu, B.; Nufiez-Delgado, A.; Han, N. Novel Ag;PO,/boron-carbon-nitrogen
photocatalyst for highly efficient degradation of organic pollutants under visible-light irradiation. J. Environ. Manag. 2021, 292,
112763. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

15. Haider, FU.; Ejaz, M.; Cheema, S.A.; Khan, M.1,; Zhao, B.; Liqun, C.; Salim, M.A.; Naveed, M.; Khan, N.; Nufiez-Delgado,
A.; et al. Phytotoxicity of petroleum hydrocarbons: Sources, impacts and remediation strategies. Environ. Res. 2021, 197, 111031.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

16. Ahmed, W.; Mehmood, S.; Nuafiez-Delgado, A.; Ali, S.; Qaswar, M.; Khan, Z.H.; Ying, H.; Chen, D.Y. Utilization of Citrullus
lanatus L. seeds to synthesize a novel MnFe,O4-biochar adsorbent for the removal of U(VI) from wastewater: Insights and
comparison between modified and raw biochar. Sci. Total Environ. 2021, 771, 144955. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

17. Barreiro, A.; Cela-Dablanca, R.; Nebot, C.; Rodriguez-Lopez, L.; Santas-Miguel, V.; Arias-Estévez, M.; Fernandez-Sanjurjo, M.;

Nunez-Delgado, A.; Alvarez—RodrigueZ, E. Occurrence of Nine Antibiotics in Different Kinds of Sewage Sludge, Soils, Corn and
Grapes After Sludge Spreading. Span. J. Soil Sci. 2022, 12, 10741-10753. [CrossRef]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


http://doi.org/10.3390/pr9091512
http://doi.org/10.3390/su13169267
http://doi.org/10.3390/pr9081279
http://doi.org/10.3390/ma14154263
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34361460
http://doi.org/10.3390/app112311367
http://doi.org/10.3390/su132112311
http://doi.org/10.3390/su13158421
http://doi.org/10.3390/app11178261
http://doi.org/10.3390/pr9091486
http://doi.org/10.3390/pr9101802
http://doi.org/10.3390/su13169340
http://doi.org/10.3390/pr9071151
http://doi.org/10.3390/pr11010006
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2021.112763
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34022648
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2021.111031
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33744268
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.144955
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/33736137
http://doi.org/10.3389/sjss.2022.10741

	References

